General management considerations for the trauma patient.
Proper evaluation, nursing care, physical therapy, and attention to the patient's general comfort are essential to the successful management of animals with severe trauma. Evaluation is important because failure to identify all injuries early in the management of a trauma patient may have unfavorable effects on the eventual outcome of the case. Once therapy is underway, ensuring the patient's comfort, maintaining fluid and electrolyte balance, and providing a well-planned rehabilitation program are essential to speed an enhance the recovery of these patients.